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of official which, it chooses at the polls, Attempts to raise
the general plane of elective office-holding must begin at the
bottom,, just as a prudent nation sets out to recruit its mili-
tary leadership by training its citizen soldiery. Perhaps
this point has been reiterated pretty often, but there is no
danger of putting too much stress upon it.

What has been said in the foregoing pages gives the key-
note to the remaining chapters of the book. They are not Conclusion
designed to show how technical are the various problems
of every-day municipal administration, or how desirable
it is that all of them should be turned over to experts with
full power. On the contrary,, they represent an endeavor
to translate many so-termed complicated questions into or-
dinary language? to show that most matters of municipal
administration resolve themselves into broad questions of
principle or method which any ordinary mind can grasp.
Many of the things which men so often dignify with the title
of administrative problems cease to be problems at all when
they are approached with a little thought and patience*